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Meet the Mayor’s Task Force on  
Economic Development and Prosperity 

 
Date: Monday, April 20, 2015 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC — The City of Victoria has identified “Creating Prosperity Through Economic Development” 

as a key objective in its new strategic plan for focus and investment over the next four years. Moving quickly, 
City Council has created the Mayor’s Task Force on Economic Development and Prosperity, comprised of 
community leaders in tech, tourism, labour, green business, commercial real estate, and community and 
regional economic development.  
 
“I'm thrilled to announce this Economic Development and Prosperity Task Force and to working with the 
members, rolling up our sleeves and delivering concrete recommendations to City Council as to how City Hall 
can best support small business, fill downtown vacancies and support young entrepreneurs and social 
enterprises,” noted Mayor Lisa Helps. 
 
The role of the task force is to consult with community stakeholders to develop recommendations to City 
Council on how the City can best use its available resources and act as a partner to fill downtown retail and 
commercial vacancies; support start-ups, “scale-ups” and business relocations to Victoria; foster 
entrepreneurship; support job creation in particular for college and university grads who want to remain in 
Victoria; and to support social enterprises and community economic development initiatives. One outcome of 
the City’s strategic plan is to establish an economic development office or office of small business services by 
the end of the year.  
 
“The economic health of our region is imperative and I commend the Mayor for moving this forward,” added 
task force member and General Manager of the Bay Centre, Darlene Hollstein. “The entire region benefits by 
all sectors and communities focusing on economic development and I am thrilled to be assisting with this 
catalyst for change through the economic development and prosperity task force.” 
 
The task force is chaired by Mayor Lisa Helps, and includes Councillor Margaret Lucas and the following local 
idea makers and business visionaries: 
              

 Suzanne Bradbury, Co-Owner/Manager, Fort Properties 

 Nicole Chaland, Director, Simon Fraser  University’s Community Economic Development Program 

 James Coccola, Provincial government employee and community volunteer 

 Jill Doucette, Owner/Founder, Synergy 

 Dallas Gislason, Economic Development Officer, Greater Victoria Development Agency 

 Dan Gunn, Chief Executive Officer, VIATeC 

 Scott Gurney, Owner, 17 Black Entertainment Ltd., event production company 
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 Darlene Hollstein, General Manager, The Bay Centre 

 Robert Jawl, Director, Jawl Properties Ltd.  

 Tony Joe, Realtor/Past Director and President, Victoria Real Estate Board 

 Ken Kelly, General Manager, Downtown Victoria Business Association 

 Peter Kuran, President and Chief Executive Officer, UVic Properties 

 Paul Nursey, President and Chief Executive Officer, Tourism Victoria 

 Liam Scott-Moncrieff, Graduate, Pacific School of Innovation and Inquiry; 2015/2016 University of 
Victoria Engineering Student   

 John Wilson, Chief Executive Officer/Principal, Wilson’s Transportation Ltd. 
 
Members of the Mayor’s Task Force on Economic Development and Prosperity were appointed by City Council 
and will deliver recommendations to City Council by the end of June.   
 
"This task force will provide the City of Victoria with perspectives from both established and emerging new 
industries,” said Jill Doucette, Owner/Founder of Synergy. “It is an opportunity for us to lay stepping stones 
towards a stronger economic future. I am hopeful for the outcomes and I commend mayor Lisa Helps and 
Council for striking a task force to gain momentum on this front.” 
 
INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITY: 
The media is invited to meet Mayor Helps and members of the task force at an informal gathering this morning 
from 10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. The Mayor and task force members can speak to the work of the committee, 
Victoria’s potential for economic prosperity and the diversity of Victoria’s local economy.   
 
Where: theDock: Centre for Social Impact at #300 - #3 Fan Tan Alley. (Directions: Just past Habit Coffee at  
552 Pandora Avenue, take steps down towards courtyard and take elevator to the third floor.)  
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ATTACHMENT:  Economic Development Task Force Member Bios and Photos  
 
For More Information:  
Katie Hamilton 
Director of Citizen Engagement and Strategic Planning 
Office: 250.361.0210 Cellular: 250.217.8343  


